Laurel House of Montgomery
County provides supportive
services for anyone impacted by
domestic abuse, including all
gender identities & sexual
orientations.

Services are free and
confidential

24-Hour Hotline Services

Crisis Counseling & Assistance
Filing Protective Orders

Civil Legal Representation

Safe Haven Shelter

Individual Counseling & Support
Groups

Children's Program

Community Education
Professional Training & Speakers
on Domestic Abuse

LGBTQ+ Resources

National LGBTQ+ Task Force
www.thetaskforce.org
Mazzoni Center
Wwww.mazzonicenter.org
SAGE
Sageusa.org
William Way Community Center
www.way.gay.com
Montgomery County, Pa
www.montgomerycountypa.gov/LGBTQ

The mission of Laurel House
is to:

Advocate for and empower those
impacted by domestic violence by
providing crisis intervention, safe
haven, supportive programs and
resources
Advance social change through
preventative education, community
training, and collaboration to foster a
coordinated response to domestic
abuse

Laurel House P.O. Box 764
Norristown, PA 19404
Office: 610-277-1860
www.laurel-house.org
info@laurel-house.org

Outreach offices in:
East Norriton
Lansdale
Available by appointment:
Huntingdon Valley
Pottstown
Bryn Mawr
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Facts About LGBTQ & Domestic

Violence

Abuse is about power and control.
Even though two partners may be of
the same sex, imbalances in power
may come from differences in earning
power or other factors.

"Mutual Battering" is rare. It is not a
consensual "fight" when violence that
includes control and domination is
occurring.
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According to the Centers for Disease
Control, LGBTQ members fall victim
to domestic violence at equal or
higher rates compared to their

heterosexual counterparts.
*NISVS survey, 2010 www.cdc.gov
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SOME SIGNS OF ABUSE
Physical Abuse

e Hitting, kicking, and/or choking their
partner without consent or
permission
o Harming body parts related to
identity

Emotional and Psychological
Abuse

o Using bi/trans/homophobic slurs

o Threatening to "out" their partner

. Threatening to use identity and/or
sexuality to impact custody of children

Sexual Abuse

» Forcing or pressuring their partner to
engage in sex acts
» Forcing their partner to watch or view
pornographic movies or pictures
» Touching parts of their partner's body

they don't like touched during transition

Financial Abuse

. Withholding banking information
. Opening credit cards in their
partner(s)'s name without permission
« Building debt from credit, loans, and
bills in their partner(s)'s name

Does your partner(s)...

Refuse to use your affirming
pronouns, or your chosen
name?

Deny access to gender affirming
clothing and devices such as
binders and gaffs?

Tell you that you're not
gay/lesbian/bi/trans/queer
enough?

Tell you that because you are ga
lesbian, bi, or trans no one will help
you or that for this reason you
deserve to be abused?

If so, reach out!

Wherever you are in your personal
life, you deserve a healthy and safe
relationship. All too often members of
the LGBTQ+ community are invisible
victims of domestic abuse.

It can be very difficult to acknowledge
that you or someone close to you is
experiencing intimate partner
violence. Those who abuse go to great
lengths to control their partners.




