What is
Domestic Violence?

Domestic violence is a pattern of
abusive and coercive behaviors
including physical, sexual, and
psychological attacks, as well as

economic coercion that adults or

adolescents use against their intimate
partners.

Why do they stay?
Fear of: further threats or injuries, single
parenthood, being alone, harm to children or
pets

Beliefs: Religious or cultural

Family relationships: not wanting to be
judged by extended family or being isolated

Financial constraints

Limited resources or information

Blame: Victims might blame themselves
"Good times": Victims often recall the "good
times" and believe this incident will be the
last

Lack of awareness: victims do not realize the
danger of their situation or available

resources

False promises or gifts

The mission of Laurel House is to:

- Advocate for and empower those
impacted by domestic violence by providing
crisis intervention, safe haven, supportive
programs and resources
- Advance social change through Working fo End

preventative education and through Domestic Violence
community training and collaboration to

foster a coordinated response to domestic DO m eStl C

abuse.

GET IN TOUCH Abuse
Response Team

Laurel House 24-Hour Hotline
1-800-642-3150

Text HOPE to 85511

National Domestic Violence
Hotline 1-800-799-SAFE (7233)

info@laurel-house.org DART 24/7 N umber

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 764 215-852-9826

Norristown, PA 19404
Office: 610-277-1860
www.laurel-house.org
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Domestic Violence Statistics

(NCADV.org)
J Victims will leave their abusive
relationship an average of 7 times
before they leave for good.

The most dangerous time for a victim is
during a break up and up to a year after
they have left their abusive relationship.

v In intimate partner homicides, 20% of
the victims were not the intimate
partner but family members, friends, law
enforcement or bystanders.

{The presence of a gun in a DV situation
increases the risk of homicide by 500%.

DART Advocates provide customized
trainings on domestic violence topics
to law enforcement and medical
personnel. Training times are flexible
and can be tailored to meet individual
needs. Call 215-852-9826 for more
information.

Suggested training topics include:

v/ Strangulation

¥/ Primary Aggressor
v  Lethality Assessment

v’ Traumatic Brain Injury

Domestic Abuse
Response Team

The goal of the Domestic Abuse
Response Team (DART) Program
is to provide immediate, in-person,
or over the phone, response to all
Montgomery County police
departments, hospitals, and first
responders 24 hours a day/7 days
per week.

Domestic Abuse Response Team
(DART) Advocates are certified in
domestic violence intervention.
DART Advocates are available
24/7 and services are free and
confidential.

Call 215-852-9826 to
speak with a certified
DART Advocate.

What does the DART
Program Provide?

Immediate in-person, or over the phone,
response to the scene of the incident,
police department, hospital, or other safe
location

Transportation assistance (Uber/Lyft)
Assistance in obtaining emergency shelter
Relocation assistance

Assistance with filing and obtaining a
Protection from Abuse Order (Emergency,

Temporary, & Final petitions)

Court accompaniment to criminal justice
proceedings

Victim Compensation & Address
Confidentiality

Case management services
Resource referrals

Domestic violence education and safety
planning

Counseling referrals



