Laurel House Happenings
Fall 2022 Newsletter
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) is a time to remember those who have lost their lives to domestic
violence, celebrate survivors, and raise awareness in an effort to prevent future violence.
This year’s theme, #Every1KnowsSome1, served as a reminder that it is likely that someone you know either has
or is currently experiencing domestic abuse.
We held our annual 5K DASH Against Domestic
Violence in-person this year! We appreciate
everyone who made this event possible, from Upper
Gwynedd Township to our participants for coming
out on a brisk October morning to join us in the fight
against domestic violence. Special shoutout to our
sponsors for their incredible support!
Just like our runners sported their purple 5K shirts,
staff and supporters also brought out their own
purple clothes for Purple Thursday during the
DVAM Week of Action!
Laurel House also participated in the Domestic
Violence Legal Network’s annual DVAM Ceremony.
During the ceremony, Empty Place at the Table was
displayed at the Montgomery County Courthouse to
emphasize the lasting impact domestic violence has on our
community.
This year also saw the return of Laurel's Loft's Reuse,
Repurpose, Restore a Life Fashion Show and Luncheon!
All fashion was from Laurel's Loft, our thrift shop in Lansdale.
Proceeds are used to support our programs and services.
Your support deepens our impact and gives survivors a
chance for a better life.

You make our work possible!
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Safe Haven Center Capital
Campaign Completed!

Last Year in Review

We are excited to share that Laurel House's Capital
Campaign: Rebuilding Lives, Restoring Hope, is officially
completed. This campaign was launched with the goal of
raising $3.5 million to relocate our emergency shelter and
expand support services. We are thrilled to report that we
have met and exceeded that goal!
Just as our fundraising has exceeded expectations, so has
the actual building itself! Each part was designed to ensure
that clients and residents feel safe and secure from the
moment they walk inside. And the feedback from residents
who have stayed at the Safe Haven Center has told us just
that. "I feel so safe here" were the exact words of a 4-year-old
boy who stayed with his mother at the shelter.
The Safe Haven Center opened its doors on June 6, 2022.
Between that time and October 24, 2022, we provided safe
shelter to 31 adults and 39 children, and our advocates have
answered over 1,497 hotline calls. We hosted a 7 session inperson socialization group through Gwynedd Mercy
Occupational Therapy students. In-person support group has
started again for the Safe Haven Center residents led by our
on-site counselor.
We appreciate your support and could not have done it
without you! Visit our website for a full video tour!

*Any contributions received more than the amounts needed
for the designated project will be used for the future
operating costs of related programs or will be used as
needed at the complete discretion of Laurel House.
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Your Support in Action
A DART advocate received the following message from a client, Helen*, who experienced severe
physical abuse and as a result was diagnosed with a Traumatic Brain Injury. She subsequently lost
her job and had been feeling very discouraged about her situation, but sent this message:

Words can’t begin to properly thank the
angel team at Laurel House as well as
everyone you have connected me with. I
am so grateful for the continued support
and likely would not have had the chance
to rebuild and become whole again without
it. You guys are and continue to be
amazing. Thank you for going above and
beyond for me. I continue to have
struggles but it makes all the difference
knowing I’m not alone.

*name changed to protect confidentiality

When you make a donation to Laurel House, you are showing victims of
domestic abuse, like Helen, that their lives matter, and their community
believes and supports them. Please make your donation to Laurel House
today using the enclosed remittance envelope, or use the QR code to
make a secure online donation.
Thanks to Double the Donation, you can also visit our website to find out
if your employer will match your donation! Visit www.laurelhouse.org/help/donations to learn more.
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As we begin to look forward to the upcoming holidays, we at Laurel House are working to ensure that our
families experience the best possible holiday season. Will you help bring smiles to our clients' faces this
holiday season?
In addition to items requested by our clients, whenever possible, we also provide gift cards for clients so
that they may feel empowered to shop and purchase items for their families that they need.
Donations of any grocery or household items on our Wish List are also greatly appreciated.

Let one of our clients tell you about the impact of holiday donations:

For more information on how you can help, visit our website at www.laurelhouse.org to view our wish list or call our office: 610-277-1860 x 117.
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